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AR1E1... By Jose Enrique Rodo Translated,
with an introductory essay bv F. J. Stimson,late United States Ambassador to
Argentina. Houghton Mifflin Company.
THIS extraordinary bit of lofty and

poetic prose is an ardent exposition
of the best thought in. that older,

Roman culture in America of the South
offered to the newer, Saxon civilization of
the North; thus its intent and content are'
staled sympathetically by Mr. Stimson,
whose sojourn :n Argentina gave him a

deeper and clearer insight under the surfaceof South American life and thought
than comes to one in a thousand among
the citizens of the United States. The
translator tells us that when this work of
Itodo's first appeared, .some years since,
great popular editions of it were sold in
Buenos Aires and other South American
cities. "It is a typical message from South

America, and as such well worth our attention."And a learned jurist has written
of it: "A book little in size but great in influence.A spiritual challenge . . . by
one who ranks as a great teacher along
with Carlyle and Emerson."
The title comes from a statuette of

Ariel, genius of the air, which in Shakespeare'ssymbolism represents the noble
part, the spirit with wings; "Ariel em-

bodies the mastery of reason and sentimentover the baser impulses Of unreason.

He is . . the spirituality of civilizationand the vivacity and grace of the intelligence."This statuette stood in the
lecture room of a teacher whose students
called him "Prospero," as a master and
guide upon whose words they hung with
deepest attention. In his parting address
to them Prospero urged them to go out
into the world with unfailing faith in their
youthful ability to conquer. Said he: "If,
with relation to individual liberty, Goethe
could say so profoundly that only he is
worthv of lihertv and life who can eonauer

it for himself every day, with much more

reason might I say that the honor of every
human generation requires that it shall
conquer for itself, by the persevering activityof its own thinking, by the effort of
Its own will, its faith in the determined,
the persistent manifestation of the ideal
and tlie place of the ideal in the evolution
of ail ideas."
The translator, in his introductory essay,

stresses the domination which the cult of
the material has gained in our Northern
civilisation, and declares: "Science should
i>e the handmaiden of life, the hewer of
'wood and drawer of water; the Caliban, in

short. But the souls of men will starve as

the Ideals of men will fail, when they for-
get their Ariel." He points out that most

of the South American countries have
watched the growth of the great North
American republic with fear and trembling,
lest thev should be swallowed up by it j
Hut our entry into the war for the reasons

given lifted the fear from their hearts, and
their enthusiasm was unbounded for the
spirit of ideality which we displayed. The
book is an eloquent plea for the Southern
culture which has been almost overborne
by the rushing progress of material de-
vclopment, and an indirect protest against
the postulations of "Anglo-Saxon superi»rity.
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